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THE NORTH MATTERS.......... 


Lots of things matter. Lots of things closer to home than a 
placer creek in the Yukon, than a trapline in the Mackenzie Valley, or the 
frozen wastes of Canada's high Arctic. But the North matters. 

The North matters because it's Canada. Its people are 
Canadians: the Eskimos of the barrens, the Indians of the bush, the men 
and women who have gone to the North to open the world's last frontier. 

The North matters in the way the West mattered half a century 
ago. It is a legacy given to all Canadians, not to be buried, to be forgotten 
or lost to others by indifference, but to be developed, to contribute to 
Canada and all Canadians. 

The West had wheat, a million acres of the world's richest 
farmlands. It was a route to our other sea. Its climate was temperate . 
What, now, has the North to offer? 

Some say the lands of the Northwest Territories and the Yukon 
alone hold more wealth than the whole of any other country in the free 
world. There is gold in the North, gold which is being produced in mines 
where perhaps only twenty years ago there was wilderness. It was thirty 
years ago that men first extracted oil from the banks of the Lower Mackenzie 
River. In the farthest Islands, lying within the shadow of the North Pole 
there may be more oil in a place called Ellef Rignes than in all of Oklahoma 
or Alberta. There is radium, uranium --- and the mines which extract it 
are among the largest producers in the world. There is lead, zinc, nickel 
in deposits which may some day make names like Pine Point or Ferguson 
Lake as familiar as Trail and Sudbury. There is asbestos, there is silver, 
there is iron. There are fisheries on Great Slave Lake, and farms to 
provide food for the growing communities of the new North. And there is 
power; in a few years we shall have developments in the Yukon which 
eclipse even Kitimat, which are more staggering in scale than man has 


ever before developed. 


These things are in the North, in Canada's North. Sometimes 
it is called the unopened treasure house. It is not easily unlocked. The 
riches are not there for easy taking, for they are separated from our cities 
of the South by hundreds or thousands of miles of bush and lakes where 
man now can only move by plane, tractor train or dog sled. But with the 
perseverance of yesterday and the gadgetry of today the riches are being 
found, and taken. These are but a fraction of what lies untouched below 
our northern earth. The North matters because of the wealth it holds for 
Canada's children. 

The North matters because of its people. Over nine thousand 
Eskimos have lived for centuries in the lands which are now Canada. But 
only now are they becoming part of Canada in every sense. Nine thousand is 
not many people, and the North remains one of the most sparsely populated 
regions in the world. But they are becoming a very important 9,000 people. 
The Eskimo, living in a land of harsh and unremitting challenge, is satisfied 
that he is the inheritor of the finest place on earth; his lot, he thinks, is so 
fortunate that it compensates him for the tragedy and peril which each year 
brings. It is the Eskimo who can most readily master the North, and 
Canada needs the Eskimo to help develop the North -- for him, for us, and 
for future Canadians. 

The North matters because it is one of Canada's best and 
safest investments. The labour we give today to pioneer a road, to start 
an airline, to dam a river, will be richly rewarded tomorrow in the wealth 
they bring. The school we build today to teach the children, the trouble the 
doctor takes to help the sick will ensure that tomorrow we have the people 
to help us develop our final frontier, a people that will share with all 
Canadians the wealth of the North. 

The North matters because it is ours to hold and ours to 


defend. The distant North has been Canadian since 1880, but only now have 


we come to know what the North may mean in protecting all of Canada. Each 
of us has a big investment in the North, an investment in space and time 
which in a hydrogen age few other countries possess, 

It is because the North matters to us Canadians, because of 
the questions asked by Canadians newly interested in the North, that the 
Department of Northern Affairs and National Resources is submitting this 
exhibit to show something of Canada's northern affairs. In so small a space, 
little of the story can be told. We hope, however, that it will answer some 
of your questions about a fascinating land where the price of achievement 


comes high, where living is rugged and rewards are for the adventurous. 


